HEMSWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  1915. 


Gentlemen, 

My  report  for  the  year  1915  on  the  health  of  the  district 
is  presented  under  exce  ptional  conditions  owing-  to  the  War 
and  in  considering  the  same  allowances  must  be  made  for  the 
altered  circumstances  and  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
experienced  in  dealing  with  Sanitary  matters  and  improvements 
especially  in  relation  to  housing  conditions. 

POPULATION  AND  BIRTH-RATE 

The  war  has  made  it  impossible  to  estimate  the  population 
in  the  usual  way  as  in  former  years,  owing  to  the  men  of 
military  age  being  drafted  to  the  various  military  centres  and 
also  to  others  going  into  Munition  Factories.  As  instructed  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  the  estimation  of  the  population 
is  therefore  based  on  the  Cival  population  only,  by  means  of 
the  National  Register  and  the  figure  given  for  this  District  is 
44,129.  Allowing  for  the  211  new  houses  built  during  the 
year,  I have  taken  45,000  as  a basis,  which  I think  is  a fair 
and  reasonable  estimate. 

For  the  Birth-rate,  according  to  instructions,  the  figures  for 
1914  are  used  as  a basis  for  calculation.  The  total  births  for 
the  year  were  1669,  which  is  above  the  average,  and  gives  a 
birth-rate  based  on  the  1914  population  of  34.9  which  is  very 
satisfactory  when  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales 
which  is  onlv  218. 
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The  total  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  was  63.  These 
figures  will  at  once  suggest  that  with  so  large  an  infant 
population  in  the  district,  there  is  ample  scope  for  much 
important  work  in  connection  with  infant  welfare. 

DEATHS 

As  already  explained,  the  Death  Rate  is  calculated  on  the 
Cival  Population.  The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  District  is 
683  and  the  total  nett  deaths  after  allowing  for  the  transfer- 
able deaths  is  704,  giving  a death  rate  of  15.6.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  nature  of  the  industries  in  the  District,  I 
think  this  is  fairly  satisfactory  and  compares  favourably  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  is  151.  On  examining  the 
causes  of  death  the  following,  as  in  former  Reports,  are  found 
to  be  chief  causes  : 

Measles.  This  disease  accounted  for  73  deaths,  of  which  13 
were  under  one  year  of  age,  30  between  one  and  two  28,  between 
two  and  five.  Such  figures  as  these  emphasise  the  seriousness 
of  this  disease  and  how  fatal  it  is  to  young  children  although  it 
is  not  the  disease  itself  which  is  so  fatal,  but  the  complications, 
especially  in  the  lungs,  which  follow,  if  proper  care  is  not 
taken. 

Phthisis.  There  were  34  deaths  from  this  disease,  13  of  which 
occured  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45. 

Broncho  Pneumonia.  This  disease  was  responsible  for  154 
deaths,  which  is  about  the  average  for  recent  years.  58  of 
these  occured  in  infants  under  i year. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  As  in  former  years  this  disease 
claimed  a large  number  of  infants.  Out  of  a total  of  76 
deaths  from  this  cause,  68  were  under  1 year. 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and  Premature  Birth.  Again 
this  year  as  I have  pointed  out  in  former  Reports,  the  number 
of  deaths  from  these  causes  is  very  high  and  difficult  to 
explain.  1 his  year  the  figure  is  79.  One  of  the  causes,  1 think. 
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is  that  expectant  mothers  do  not  take  sufficient  care  of  their 
health  during-  this  time  and  do  not  realise  the  importance  of 
proper  rest  and  diet  and  attention  to  minor  ailments  peculiar 
to  this  period. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  nett  deaths  under  one  year  were  243,  giving-  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  of  145  per  thousand  nett  births,  which  is  an 
improvement  on  the  rate  for  last  year  (152)  but  is  still  above 
the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  (141).  Taking  into  con- 
sideration the  scarcity  of  houses  and  their  crowded  condition, 
and  the  large  number  of  privy  middens,  conditions  which  all 
tend  to  increase  infantile  mortality,  I think  this  figure  is 
hopeful  and  shows  that  the  measures  which  have  been  taken 
to  check  this  death  rate  have  had  effect,  and  that  without 
them,  it  might  have  been  much  higher. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  62  deaths. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  58  ,, 

Premature  Births  39  ,, 

Atrophy  and  Debility  24  „ 

During  the  year  with  a view  to  preventing  these  deaths 
as  far  as  possible,  a third  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  and 
the  district  divided  into  three  districts  instead  of  two  as 
formally.  It  was  found,  owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the 
district,  that  it  was  impossible  to  visit  the  houses  sufficiently 
often.  It  is  most  important  that  the  visits  of  the  Health 
Visitors  should  be  at  frequent  intervals,  to  see  that  the  advice 
given  is  followed  out  and  acted  upon.  I hope  that,  with  the 
augmented  staff,  this  will  now  be  done.  Insufficient  number  of 
revisits  has,  I think,  in  the  past,  been  partly  responsible  for 
more  progress  not  having  been  made.  I think  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  ignorance  of  the  mothers  in  feeding  and 
clothing  their  infants  is  a great  factor  in  causing  so  many 
infantile  deaths.  To  overcome  this,  I have  suggested  to  the 
Couucd  that  Schools  for  Mothers  should  be  held  in  the  more 
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populous  centres  of  the  district,  with  the  result  that  it  has 
been  decided  to  arrange  for  a School  for  Mothers  to  be 
started  at  Hemsworth,  South  Elmsall  and  Grimethorpe.  If 
these  are  successful  and  are  well  attended  by  the  mothers, 
others  will  be  started  where  they  can  be  of  most  use  and  the 
Health  Visitors  can  find  time  to  hold  them. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

During-  the  year,  infectious  disease  has  been  fairly 
prevalent  throughout  the  district,  especially  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  death  rate  from  infectious  disease  works  out  at  3.7, 
which  is  high  when  compared  with  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  1.3,  but  in  considering  this,  it  is  necessary  to 
take  into  account  the  large  number  of  children  in  the  district 
and  that  the  chief  industry  is  mining. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  246, 
the  majority  of  them  being  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15 
years,  and  of  whom  7 died.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  on  Brierley  Common. 

The  disease  was  fairly  prevalent  throughout  the  district, 
but  assumed  epidemic  form  at  Eitzwilliam  and  Kinsley  in  July 
and  A ugust.  The  epidemic  originated  from  the  unsatisfactory- 
state  of  the  drainage  system  at  Fitzwilliam  and  of  some  of  the 
middens,  and  was  afterwards  kept  up  and  spread  by  contacts.  The 
people  did  not  seem  to  realise  the  importance  of  keeping  the 
children  away  from  infected  houses  and  maintaining  strict  isolation 
of  the  sufferer,  pending  removal  to  hospital. 

Diphtheria.  This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  this  year,  61 
cases  only  occuring  as  compared  with  165  last  year.  Two  of 
these  ended  fatally. 

The  chief  centres  of  infection  were  Hemsworth,  20  cases,  and 
Great  Houghton,  14  cases.  All  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
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Enteric  Fever.  Ten  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  occuring 
in  five  different  townships.  Seven  of  the  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital  and  two  proved  fatal. 

Measles.  This  disease  became  compulsorily  notifiable  on  January 
ist,  1916,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  now,  people  will  consider  this 
a serious  disease  and  one  not  to  be  lightly  treated  as  in  the  past. 
It  will  also  I hope,  be  the  means  of  checking  epidemics,  although 
this  is  a very  difficult  matter  on  account  of  the  disease  being  so 
infectious  in  its  earliest  stages  before  it  can  be  definately  recog'- 
nised  and  also  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  isolating  cases  at  home. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  measles  was  very  prevalent 
at  Ackworth,  South  Elmsall  and  Moorthorpe  and  necessitated 
school  closure.  In  May,  the  disease  appeared  at  Hemsworth  and 
required  the  closure  of  the  infants’  department  of  many  of  the 
schools.  In  October  and  November,  an  epidemic  commenced 
chiefly  of  German  Measles  at  Great  Hougffiton,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  close  the  Council  School  for  four  weeks.  It  was  also 
prevalent  at  the  same  time  at  Shafton  and  South  Kirk  by,  where 
also  school  closure  was  necessary.  In  December,  the  disease 
became  prevalent  at  Brierley  and  necessitated  school  closure. 
During  the  year  measles  accounted  for  73  deaths,  58  of  which, 
were  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  These 
figures  show  what  a menace  to  child  life  this  disease  is,  when 
compared  with  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  which  together 
only  caused  nine  deaths. 

As  I have  pointed  out  before,  the  danger  is  not  from  the  disease 
itself,  but  from  the  complications  which  follow,  particularly  in  the 
lungs.  Many  a life  might  be  saved  by  care  during  convalescence 
and  by  proper  nursing  if  available.  The  Local  Government 
Board  suggest  that  the  Local  Authority  should  help  to  provide 
such  nursing.  There  are  difficulties  in  carrying  this  out,  but  I 
think  it  would  be  quite  possible  for  the  County  Council  to  keep  a 
staff  of  nurses  specially  for  this  work.  The  requisite  number  of 
nurses  ^ould  then  be  lent  to  any  Local  Authority  as  occasion 
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demanded  in  times  of  epidemics,  to  help  to  nurse  the  cases  and 
also  to  superintend  the  isolation  of  patients  in  their  homes. 
Epidemic  Diarrhcea.  In  the  summer  months  this  dise.  se  as  usual 
was  very  prevalent  and  claimed  many  lives.  Altogether  there 
were  62  deaths  under  the  age  of  one  year.  Under  the  heading 
of  “ Infantile  Mortality,”  further  comments  will  be  found. 

Phthisis.  A very  great  deal  of  useful  work  is  now  being-  done 
throughout  the  district  in  connection  with  this  disease.  The  to  al 
number  of  cases  notified  during-  the  year  was  96,  of  which  36 
were  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45.  The  majority  of  cases 
occured  in  Hemsvvorth  (29),  South  Elmsalland  Moorthorpe  (26), 
South  Kirkby  (1 1),  Brierley  (9),  and  Ackworth  (7),  and  there 
were  34  deaths. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at  Hemsworth  and  South 
Kirkby  are  well  attended  and  much  appreciated,  especially  the 
facility  now  offered  for  conveying-  patients  from  outlying  districts 
to  them.  The  Dispensaries  are  also  a great  convenience  to  the 
Doctors  in  dealing  with  early  cases  when  it  is  difficult  to  make  a 
certain  diagnosis,  and  so  get  the  cases  under  treatment  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

The  Insurance  After-care  Committee  has  also  done  very  good 
work  in  helping  patients  and  necessitous  cases  after  their  discharge 
from  Sanatorium. 

The  problem  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  advanced 
cases  who  are  beyond  cure,  still  remains  a very  difficult  one.  In 
the  spring  of  the  year,  I cleared  a spare  block  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  afforded  Isolation  and  treatment  for  six  cases  for 
some  months.  As  cases  of  infectious  disease  increased  however, 
this  arrangement  had  to  be  given  up  as  the  accommodation  could 
not  be  spared. 

What  is  wanted  is  some  permanent  home  where  these  cases 
can  be  taken  and  treated,  and  made  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
Temporary  isolation  is  not  of  much  avail,  as  directly  the  patients 
return  to  their  former  conditions,  they  are  a constant  source  of 
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danger  to  others  unless  under  proper  supervision  and  the  necessary 
precautions  taken. 

The  Brierley  Gap  Sanatorium  of  12  beds  has  been  well  utilised 
during  the  year,  48  female  patients  having  been  admitted  for 
treatment,  mostly  insured  persons  or  their  dependents  ; they  have 
derived  considerable  benefit  from  the  treatment.  Unfortunately, 
owing  to  the  County  Council  having  provided  sufficientaccommod- 
ation  of  their  own,  all  the  patients  in  November  were  transferred 
to  the  Sanatorium  at  Middleton-in-Wharfedale. 

The  result  of  the  treatment  which  lasted  over  a period  of 
twelve  weeks  in  each  case  may  be  roughly  tabulated  as  follows  : 


Disease  completely  arrested,  fit  for  usual  work  6 
Disease  arrested  and  able  to  do  light  work  8 

Disease  partially  arrested  and  greatly  improved  25 

No  improvement  2 

Transferred  before  treatment  completed  7 


It  is  proposed  in  future  to  devote  the  beds  to  children  under  16 
years  of  age  residing  in  the  district,  who  are  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  in  its  early  stages, 

CLOSKT  ACCOMMODATION  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  privy  midden  is  still  the  chief  form  of  convenience  in  use 
in  the  district,  but  more  and  more  water  closets  are  gradually 
being  built.  But  for  the  war  a great  many  more  of  the  old 
privies  would  have  been  converted  into  water  closets,  and  this 
work  will  require  special  attention  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
War  is  over. 

However,  during  the  year,  42  privies  have  been  re-constructed 
as  water  closets,  22  additional  water  closets  have  been  provided 
for  old  property  and  21  1 Water  Closets  have  been  built  for  new 
property. 

The  Sewerage  and  Drainage  of  the  district  has  been 
satisfactory  and  extended  as  occasion  required,  the  chief  extension 
being  at  Hemsworth  and  Rvhill. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  now  working- very  satisfactorily 
throug'hout  the  District  and  very  few  un-notified  cases  have  come 
under  my  notice.  The  majority  of  cases  are  notified  by  the 
Midwives  who  are  carring-  on  their  work  satisfactorily,  only  four 
cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  three  of  Opthalmia  being-  notified. 

In  September,  a third  Lady  Health  Visitor  was  appointed  and 
the  district  divided  accordingly  into  three  areas.  With  the  Birth 
Rate  at  34.9,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  145,  there  is 
ample  scope  for  their  work. 

All  new  born  babies  have  been  visited  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  and  advice  given  as  to  feeding-  and  clothing-,  etc  , and 
they  have  been  re-visiled  as  often  as  time  and  distance  would 
permit  up  to  the  age  of  12  months.  The  majority  of  the  mothers 
appear  to  appreciate  the  visits  of  the  Health  Visitor,  and  I am 
sure  that  there  is  a distinct  improvement  in  the  care  and  attention 
g'iven  to  babies  and  less  ignorance  shown  as  to  their  feeding-  and 
management. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  the  accommodation  at  the  Hospital  has  been 
fully  taxed,  and  the  additional  block  fitted  out  last  year  has  been 
of  great  use. 

With  few  exceptions  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
removed  to  the  Hospital,  totalling  322  of  ail  kinds.  The  majority 
of  the  cases  were  Scarlet  Fever,  seven  of  which  proved  fatal. 
Out  of  61  cases  of  Diphtheria  treated  at  the  Hospital,  only  one 
died,  although  many  were  of  a serious  nature.  The  Enteric 
Fever  cases  numbered  seven  and  two  of  these  died,  both  being 
very  severe  attacks. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  has  been  sufficient  and  satisfactory,  and  no 
epidemic  of  infectious  disease  has  been  attributed  to  it.  During 
the  year  41  samples  were  taken  by  the  Inspectors  for  analysis,  in 
addition  to  those  taken  at  intervals  by  the  County  Council 
Authorities.  Only  one  sample  was  found  to  be  adulterated. 


9 


The  Cowsheds  of  the  district  are  satisfactory  in  the  maiority 
of  cases  ; 98  inspections  were  made. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  3 3 Elementary  Schools  in  the  District,  mostly  excellent 
buildings  of  the  modern  and  up-to-date  type.  Unfortunately 
school  closure  has  been  very  frequent  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
of  Measles  and  other  infectious  diseases  and  a good  deal  of 
valuable  time  lost. 

In  connection  with  School  Medical  Inspection,  there  are  now  a 
good  many  nurses  visiting'  the  District  and  cases  found  requiring 
treatment  are  followed  up  to  see  that  the  advice  given  is  acted 
upon.  This  is  a matter  of  considerable  importance,  as  many 
parents  are  very  neglectful,  and  much  damage  is  done  to  the 
health  of  the  children  if  these  ailments  are  neglected. 

HOUSING. 

On  account  of  the  War,  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  very 
much  work  done  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 
There  is  still  a great  scarcity  of  houses  throughout  the  district 
and  many  have  two  families  occupying  them,  which  very  greatly 
retards  sanitary  work  in  many  ways.  There  were,  however,  21 1 
new  houses  built  during  the  year,  mostly  of  the  working  class 
type. 

The  result  of  the  year’s  inspections  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  may  be  summarised  as  follows 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Section  17  of  1909  Act  133 


,,  ,,  found  unfit  for  habitation  37 

,,  of  Representations  made  with  a view  to  a Closing 

Order  5 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  t 

Number  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  without 

Closing  Order  45 


In  the  course  of  inspection  the  more  common  defects  found 
were  defective  eaves  and  spouting,  causing  damp  walls, 
insufficient  light  and  ventilation,  defective  windows,  insufficient 
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closet  accommodation,  defective  paving-  and  delapitated  out- 
buildings. 

Many  of  the  conditions  are  very  much  aggravated  by  the 
tenants  not  keeping  the  houses  clean  and  admitting  sufficient 
sunlight  and  air  into  them. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  addition  to  this  report,  I have  as  in  former  years  furnished  the 
Local  Government  Board  with  the  usual  Vital  Statistics,  and 
also  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  Form  C.  which 
requires  details  of  all  Sanitary  work  done  during  the  year,  and 
the  H ome  Office  with  particulars  of  the  work  done  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Considering  the  country  is  at  war,  1 think  it  is  very  satisfactory 
that  so  much  Sanitary  work  has  been  done  and  that  the  health  of 
the  district  generally  has  remained  about  the  average,  compared 
with  the  last  few  years. 

In  the  future,  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  the  most 
important  matters  which  will  require  dealing  with,  are,  the 
scarcity  of  houses,  the  gradual  adoption  of  the  Water  Closet 
system  and  the  further  reduction  of  Infant  Mortality. 

During  the  coming  year,  I hope  that  as  much  attention  as 
possible  will  be  given  to  the  care  of  Infants  and  to  the  health  of 
Mothers  ; this  is  a matter  which  I think  should  not  be  left  entirely 
to  the  Sanitary  Authority  but  is  really  a Social  question  concern- 
ing all  who  are  interested  in  the  future  welfare  of  the  country. 

Finally,  I am  glad  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Council  and 
my  fellow  Officers  for  their  help  and  support  extended  to  me  at 
all  times. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  WILTSHIRE,  M.O  H, 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  No.  1 District. 

Gentlemen, 

I respectfully  submit  my  report  of  the  Sanitary  work  done  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1915. 


Nuisances  found 

• • • 

2 99 

Nuisances  abated 

• • • 

262 

Nuisances  in  hand 

• • » 

37 

in  connection  with  these  there  was 

served 

Informal  notices 

• • • 

201 

Statutory  notices 

• • • 

77 

DETAILS. 

Overcrowding 

• • • 

59 

Offensive  accumulations 

• • • 

7 

Cellars  flooded 

• • • 

10 

Obstructed  drains  and  sewers 

• • • 

56 

Defective  Privy  middens 

• • • 

61 

,,  sink  wastes 

• • • 

17 

,,  fall  pipes  and  spouting 

• • * 

19 

,,  ventilation  columns 

• • • 

3 

„ house  roofs 

• • • 

5 

,,  and  insufficient  paving 

• • • 

10 

„ pump  to  cesspool 

• • ♦ 

1 

,,  fireplaces 

• • • 

14 

„ W.C’s. 

• * • 

4 

„ windows  causing  insufficient  ventila- 

tion 

• • • 

5 

Nuisance  from  broken  Inspection  chamber 

covers 

• • • 

3 

Nuisance  from  leaking  drains  (all  relaid) 

5 

,,  ,,  leaking  cesspools  and 

over- 

flowing 

9 9* 

7 

Insufficient  ashbins 

9 9 9 

2 

Watercourses  so  foul,  etc. 

9 9 9 

2 

Dangerous  walls  and  door  frames 

9 9 9 

3 

,,  cellar  steps 

9 9* 

4 

Animals  so  kept  &c. 

9 9 9 

5 

Additional  W.C’s.  to  old  property 

• 9 9 

262 

7 

Conversions  of  P.M.  to  W.C’s. 

9 9 9 

14 

Notices  have  been  sent  out  for  insufficient  closet  accomodation 
and  conversions  and  numerous  undertakings  were  given  to 
complete  this  work  after  the  war. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1909. 

I have  purchased  22  samples  of  milk  for  analysis  ; 21  were 
genuine.  One  case  the  vendor  was  convicted  and  fined.  4 samples 
of  water  were  anal)  zed  and  found  good. 

COWSHEDS. 

I made  50  inspections  of  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milk  purveyor’s 
premises.  One  new  cowshed  was  practically  built  by  altering 
floors,  feeding  passages,  ventilation  and  drainage.  A good 
standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

28  in  the  district,  viz:  3 tripe  dressers,  3 rag  and  bone  dealers, 
and  22  fish  fryers.  The  work  in  connection  with  the  first  named 
is  well  carried  out,  no  complaints  of  noxious  effluvia,  etc.  has  been 
received.  Much  work  remains  to  be  done  in  connection  with  the 
last  named  to  comply  with  your  new  bye-laws.  Some  of  the  fish 
fryers  have  interviewed  me,  and  they  ask  you  to  go  further  with 
your  bye-laws,  and  prohibit  the  sale  of  other  articles  of  food  in 
fish  frying  shops,  as  the  aroma  from  other  articles  purchased  is 
not  pleasant,  and  they  suggest  all  fish  should  be  cleansed  off 
inhabited  premises. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  for  the  past  year  has  been  the  cause  of 
numerous  complaints,  especially  in  Shafton,  Great  Houghton  and 
Ryhill.  Scarcity  of  labour  has  been  the  predominating  factor,  and 
I hope  through  the  new  contractors  the  difficulty  has  been 
overcome. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  three,  they  have  been  kept  clean  and  limewashed 
at  regular  intervals. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

The  growing  increase  of  cars,  motor  tractors  and  busses 
necessitated  licences  for  storage  and  sale.  Where  you  granted 
licences,  regular  inspection  and  your  requirement  all  always 
carried  out. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Six  bakehouses  and  eight  workshops,  one  bakehouse  with 
defective  roof  has  been  repaired.  The  general  requirements  are 
well  carried  out ; two  outworkers  premises  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  slaughter  houses  have  been  inspected  regularly,  for 
unsound  food,  cleanliness  etc.,  a good  standard  of  cleanliness  is 
maintained. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

12  st.  of  unsound  fish,  fruit  and  meat  was  surrendered  for 
destruction. 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1913. 

No  cases  for  slaughter  under  the  above  order  have  been 
reported  by  the  authorities. 


HOUSING 

AND  TOWN  PLANNING 

ACT, 

1909. 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

114 

>>  >> 

representated  as  unfit 

5 

>>  y> 

found  unfit,  etc. 

18 

found  overcrowded 

19 

>>  >> 

closed  as  unfit 

1 

found  without  defects 

16 

>>  y> 

repaired  and  made  fit 

29 

Some  work  still  remains  to  be  completed  in  connection  with 
the  inspection  of  the  houses  named,  i.e.  conversion  and  additional 
W.C’s.  and  new  coal  houses  to  replace  wooden  ones,  the  owners 
have  undertaken  to  complete  the  work  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities.  In  the  above  is  included  1 club  and  1 school  in  the 
later  case  you  had  to  enforce  your  demands  with  legal 
proceedings. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  the  support  they 
gave  me  in  carrying  out  my  duties. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH  FINN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  No.  2 District. 

Gentlemen, 

1 herewith  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending'  December 
31st,  1915. 

Informal  notices  served  ...  135 

Statutory  notices  serve  1 ...  18 

Detailed  List  of  Nuisances  — 

Backyards  ...  66 

Backyards  repaired  ...  40 

Privies  rebuilt  ...  5 

Ashpits  rebuilt  ...  4 

Open  Ashpits  covered  in  ...  4 

Privies  repaired  ...  23 

New  W.C’s  built  (additional)  ...  12 

New  Pail  Closets  built  (additional)  ...  14 

New  Privies  built  (additional)  ...  7 

‘rivies  converted  into  W.C’s.  ...  17 

P. ivies  converted  into  Pail  Closets  ...  2 

New  sinks  provided  ...  36 

New  sink  pipes  and  repaired  ...  44 

Houses  redrained  ...  21 

Roofs  repaired  ...  32 

Floors  repaired  ...  21 

Fall  pipes  repaired  ...  39 

Overcrowding  ...  3 

Blocked  drains  cleared  ...  78 

Defective  spouting  ...  23 

Poultry  kept  in  back  yards  ...  6 

Offensive  matter  ...  19 

DISINFECTIONS. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  ...  113 

No.  of  schools  disinfected  ...  19 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

I took  19  samples  of  Milk,  all  of  which  were  found  genuine. 

COWSHEDS. 

I made  54  inspections  and  found  them  in  fairly  good  condition. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  six,  and  one  Knacker’s  Yard,  all  in  a fairly 
satisfactory  condition. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

No.  of  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation  19 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  for  habitation  16 

No.  of  houses  left  in  abeyance  during-  war  3 

The  building-  of  over  50  W.C’s.  and  Privies  has  been  left  in 
abeyance  during'  the  war. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

The  six  Bakehouses,  nine  workshops  and  one  outworker’s 
premises,  I found  satisfactory. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOSEPH  WHIT  HAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  for  1915  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  II.  Births  and  Deaths  in  different  Parishes,  1915. 

Illegitimate 

BIRTHS.  DEATHS  Intimate  Births.  „,Bi«hs 

, , in  \\  orkhouse 


i7 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital  during  1915. 


1 

Township. 

>< 

0 

Ph 

ctf 

£ 

■Ti 

Diphtheria. 

; Scarlet  Fever. 



Enteric  Fever. 

.. 

Phthisis. 

Totals. 

II 

A ck  worth 

Badsworth 

6 

14 

1 

• • • 

... 

2 1 

4 4 4 

Brierley  and  Grimethorpe 

• • . 

5 

1 

• • • 

1 

7 

Great  Houghton 

Hamphall  Stubbs 

. . . 

13 

5 

18 

Havercroft 

1 

1 

Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam 

20 

148 

1 

2 

171 

Hessle  and  Hill  Top 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

Huntwick,  Foulby  and  Nostell 

• • • 

. • ■ 

7 

4 • . 

7 

Kirk  Smeaton 

• it 

4 9 • 

. . 

• • • 

Little  Houghton 

I 

1 

Little  Smeaton 

. . . 

* • . 

• • . 

444 

North  Elmsall 

. . 

. • . 

4 • • 

. . 

0 4 4 

Ryhill 

2 

1 2 

. • 4 

1 

i 5 

Shafton 

5 

2 

• • • 

7 

South  Elmsall 

2 

27 

2 

2 

33 

South  Hiendley 

. . . 

. 4 . 

South  Kirkby  and  Moorthorpe 

7 

28 

3 

1 

39 

Skelbrook 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

444 

Thorpe  Audlin 

• • • 

4 4 4 

444 

... 

Upton 

Walden  Stubbs 

• • • 

1 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

1 

West  Hardwick 

• • • 

• • • 

444 

Wintersett 

• 

I 

1 

Total  cases  Isolated 

Deaths  in  Hospital. 

61 

247 

7 

7 

322 

Scalet  Fever  7,  Diphtheria  1,  Enteric  Fever  2. 


TABLE  IV. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  notified  in  1915 
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Sub- 

Removed  to 

at  different  ages. 
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6i 

8 
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2 

* 

46 

15 

45 

16 

6 1 

Erysipelas 

40 

2 

4 

4 

9 

[ 2 

7 

2 

20 

20 

— 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

246 

5 

75 

[49 

8 

9 

I 72 

74 

[71 

76 

247 

Tvnhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

... 

» , . 

3 

5 

I 

1 

. • . 

3 

7 

1 

6 

7 

Relapsing  Fever 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

* • • 

Continued  Fever 

• • • 

. . . 

• • . 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

• • • 

• • * 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

• . . 

• • . 

1 

3 

4 

• • • 

... 

... 

Ophthalmia  Neonator- 

ium 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

• • • 

• * • 

• • • 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary 

96 

. • . 

4 

2 1 

24 

36 

1 1 

• • • 

5i 

45 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Forms 

35 

2 

9 

18 

3 

2 

1 

20 
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• • • 

. . . 

Totals 

495 

i 1 

IOI 
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62 

65 

20 
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30 
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22  1 

1 0 1 
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TABLE  V.  Causes  of  Death,  1915. 


CAUSE. 

OQ 

V 

OD 

a 

c3 

-4— > 

a 

Xt 

4— > 

cd 

cO 

. 

u 

cti 

V 

t— < 

u 
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D 

1 and  under  2 

2 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

LO 
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'C 

G 
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LO 
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^t" 

G 

b 
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5 
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45  and  under  65 

65  and  upwards 

Totals. 

Western 

Eastern 

Enteric  Eever 

2 

• • • 

... 

. • . 

1 

I 

... 

2 

... 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

73 

13 

30 

28 

2 

• • 

‘7 

56 

Scarlet  Eever 

7 

• • * 

. . - 

6 

1 

_ 

• • . 

7 

... 

Whooping-  Coug-h 

9 

3 

3 

3 

. . . 

4 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

. . ■ 

2 

• • • 

2 

• • • 

Influenza 

5 

. . . 

. • - 

. • . 

. • . 

I 

I 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Erysipelas 

. • 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercul- 

osis) 

34 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

4 

I I 

13 

3 

1 

16 

18 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

5 

1 

2 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

• • * 

. , - 

. . . 

3 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

i l 

5 

2 

1 

1 

I 

I 

. . . 

• . 

5 

6 

Rheumatic  Fever 

5 

• . . 

• • . 

• . . 

5 

. . . 

. . . 

• . ■ 

. . 

5 

• • • 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

1 8 

- 

.. . 

. . . 

• • • 

. . . 

3 

1 1 

4 

10 

8 

Meningitis 

7 

4 

1 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

73 

29 

6 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

5 

10 

18 

49 

24 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 1 

29 

14 

5 

5 

2 

6 

14 

6 

39 

42 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

76 

62 

9 

2 

2 

. . . 

1 

• • 

35 

41 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

3 

. . . 

• • • 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism 

C'.irrhrvQiQ  nf  l iver 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

8 

1 

4 

• • . 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

1 

-> 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

I 

. . . 

1 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 

4 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

• 

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility  & Malform- 

ation, including  Premature  Birth 

79 

77 

2 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

48 

3 1 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

29 

2 

1 

1 

7 

5 

8 

5 

2 1 

8 

Suicides 

3 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

49 

. • . 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

3 

8 

10 

27 

33 

16 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

1 19 

17 

7 

5 

4 

5 

13 

l9 

49 

72 

47 

ill  Hpfinpn  nr  unknown 

Totals 

704 

243 

81 

63 

37 

3' 

6 3 

76 

ro8 

385 

3 1 Q 

20 


TABLE  VI. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  each  Township 

during  1915 


Tuberculosis 


Township. 

Small  Pox 

Cholera 

! 

Diphtheria  & 
Membr.  Coup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

J— 4 

< V 
> 
V 
lil 

C/3 

3 

-C 

Q. 

>->’i 

r , 

Enteric  Fever 

PuerperalFev. 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorium  j 

Pulmonary 

Other  Forms 

Totals.  [ 

Ack  worth 

6 

4 

17 

2 

7 

6 

42 

Badsworth 

... 

1 

1 

Brierley 

5 

I 

1 

... 

9 

3 

19 

Great  Houghton 

Hamphall  Stubbs 

‘4 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

27 

Havercroft 

• • • 

i 

2 

1 

. . 

4 

Hemsworth 

20 

10 

143 

2 

1 

1 

29 

1 1 

2 1 7 

Hessle  and  Hill  Top 

... 

.. 

Huntwick,  Foulby&  Nostell 
Kirk  Smeaton 

• ° * 

6 

- 

6 

Little  Houghton 

. . . 

2 

3 

.. 

5 

Little  Smeaton 

... 

... 

• • * 

... 

- . . 

North  Elmsall 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

Ryhill 

2 

3 

1 i 

1 

4 

5 

26 

Shafton 

5 

2 

1 

. 

... 

i 

. . 

9 

South  Elmsall 

2 

[ 4 

39 

2 

, . , 

2 

26 

7 

92 

South  Hiendley 

... 

i 

, . 

1 

1 

3 

South  Kirkby 

7 

2 

18 

3 

1 1 

» 

42 

Skelbrook 

• • . 

... 

... 

... 

Thorpe  Audlin 

... 

... 

... 

Upton 

• • » 

. • . 

• • • 

. • . 

. . . 

Walden  Stubbs 

... 

... 

. • . 

. 

... 

West  Hardwick 
Wintersett 

... 

• • • 

1 

• • 

1 

Totals 

6i 

40 

246 

. . . 

10 

4 

3 

96 

35 

495 

